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REvE L. XVII. 5. 


And upon ber forehead uus a name written, 
Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth. 


HAVE been induced to make choice 
of this text, to rectify the groſs miſ- 
apprehenſion of commentators in re- 
gard to its true interpretation. By pro- 
teſtant divines this portion of ſacred writ 
Has generally been applied to the church 
of Rome; and for no other reaſon I can 
think of, than that the city of that name 
is built upon ſeven hills, and that it is ſaid 
of the whore of Babylon, that ſhe ſitteth on 
ſeven mountains. It is ſurpriſing that an 
' analogy ſo remote, fo partial, and ſo capri- 
cious, could ever be made the foundation 
of an opinion ſo repugnant to common 
ſenſe, and withal ſo ridiculous as ſcarcely 
to admit of a ſerious xefutation. With 
> Hh. what 


. . 
what juſtice can the church of Rome be 
called” the mother of harlots, when it is 
well known that, in popiſh countries, a 
great part of the female ſex take upon them 
vows of virginity* As to the application 
of the text to the pope of Rome, who is 
the head of that church, it is ſtill more 
ridiculous : for, is it poffible that an old 
man ſhould be a whore? Or, can he be ſaid 

do fit upon feven mountains, when we are 
certain that he occupies no more ſpace than 
any ordinary man? Beſides, why ſhould it 
be imagined that by the city of Babylon 18 
underſtood Rome, when they have no more 
connection with each other than with 
London or Conſtantinople ? From the force 
of theſe arguments, I think it muſt be con- 
cluded that ſomething elſe than the church 
of Rome, or the pope, is underſtood in the 
words of the text. But before I unfold 
the explanation, let me obſerve, that there- 
is not any paſſage in ſcripture where the 
meaning is more clearly expreſſed, or of 
which the application intended will appear 
fo obvious and unqueſtionable, that it is 1 
amazing how it has hitherto elcaped the 3 
notice of commentators. - 3 
The 


1 : 

The words of the text, then, relate en- 
tirely to Maſonry. If it ſhould be wondered 
at, that a great part of the ſacred writings 
is employed upon that ſubject, let it be 
remembered, that though theſe pretended 
myſteries are the moſt ridiculous nonſenſe 
that ever engaged the attention of any ra- 
tional beings, they are rendered of import- 
ance in the eyes of religion, by their ma- 
lignant influence on the morals of man- 


kind; and on that account only they can 
lay claim to the ſmalleſt regard. The fo- 


cieties of Free Maſons are now ſo well 
known, and fo notoriouſly infamous, that 


it is needleſs to give any definition of them : 
for there ſcarcely is one contemptible fellow 


in the kingdom who is not a member of 


| theſe fraternities. I ſhall, therefore, with- 
out any farther preamble, enter upon the 
explanation of the text: in diſcourfing from 
which, I propoſe the following method : 


Firſt, I ſhall clearly prove, both fiviih 
reaſon 1 revelation, that by the title Baby- 


lon, is underſtood Maſonry. 
Secondly, I ſhall take a general view of 


the ſubje& of -Maſonry ; expoſe the impiety 
and abſurdity of its myſteries, and the 
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wickedneſs of thoſe who profeſs them ; 
pointing out, at the ſame 'time, the malig- 
nant influence of this inſtitution, on We. 


ciety. 
Thirdly, I ſhall expoſtulate a little with 


ſome of thoſe who adhere to the abomina- 


tions of Maſonry : and 
Fourthly, ſhew that all they Ro adhere 
to them will be damned. 
In the firſt place then, I ſhall prove that 


by the term Babylon, is underſtood Ma- 


ſonry. The truth of this propoſition is e- 


vident from the beginning of the text, 


where it is ſaid, And upon her forehead was 
a name written, Myſtery. It is certain that 


nothing can more properly be called my- 


ſtery, than the. arcana I have mentioned: 
- wah at the ſame time, they are the 

moſt ridiculous abſurdities that ever were 
impoſed upon mankind ; for they are main- 


"tained to be unſearchable, and are always 
communicated under the ſanction of an 


oath. But the woman upon whom the in- 


ſcription was written is called Babylon. 
It is generally allowed that the city Ba- 
.bylon ſtood in the ſame plains where the 


famous tower of. Babel was built ; and 
what 
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hat could” be a more natural appellation 
for Maſonry than a name which will per- 
tuate the audacious inſolence of the trade 
of builders? She is called Babylon the 
Great, not only from the vaſt height to 
which that tower was carried before its de- 
ſtruction, but likewiſe in alluſion to the a- 
mazing number of perſons who have been 
initiated in theſe myſteries; many of whom, 
to the diſgrace of their dignity, 'were ſuch | 
as, in the eſtimation of the world, had 
been reckoned great, as princes, lords, &c. 
In conformity to this obſervation, we are 
told in the ſame chapter, that he kings of 
the earth had committed abomi nation Wi tb 
ber. i 
dhe is called the mother of harlots ; a name 
which is to be interpreted in a figurative 
ſenſe, alluding, without doubt, to the vices 
and infamy of theſe focieties. Nothing 
can be more applicable to Maſonry, by 
which are underſtood all Free Maſons, than 
the denomination of harlots: for as Wo- 
men of that character affect to inſpire men 
with the warmeſt ideas of pleaſure, until 
they allure them into their baneful em- 
braces, ſo the Free Maſons, or male har- 
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lots (as they may be emphatically. called) 
practiſe upon others their deceitful arts, to 


inveigle them to be initiated in their my- 


ſteries. When we conſider the cloſeneſs 
of this compariſon in every point, we can- 
not enough admire the. propriety of the 
metaphor which the apoſtle has here made 


uſe of. For to carry the reſemblance one 
Rep further, what can more ſtrongly de- 


note the vileneſs and inanity of theſe con- 
temptible myſteries, which are participated 
by almoſt all the meaneſt, moſt ignorant, 


and infamous wretches in the kingdom, 


than to find them likened to the enjoyment 


of a common proſtitute? 


The epithet of the mother of harlots, is 
alſo wonderfully applicable to the ſubject : 


for it is uſual with the fools of Maſonry 
to pay a particular regard to one certain 


place where they celebrate their orgies, in 
reſpect of which they look upon all others 
of the ſame ſort as inferior and dependent, 
and for that reaſon call it the mother-lodge. 
Beſides, Maſonry, ſupporting a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of members, who in their own 


ſtile are called brethren, may claim the de- 
nomination of a parent. 


It 


4 * * 


11 is added; and * nations of the earth 
By the word abominations is intended 
every ſpecies of wickedneſs, and whatever 
is contrary to the dictates of reaſon and 
religion: now it is certain that there is no 
ſet of people in the world more addicted to 
abominations, and theſe of the vileſt and 
moſt enormous nature, than the - ſocieties 
of Free Maſons: but of this I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak afterwards. At preſent 
let us only trace the conformity of the ap- 
plication in one circumſtance more. It is 
faid in verſe third of the chapter from 
which I have taken my text, that the wo- 
man (Babylon) has ſeven heads; and in 
verſe the ninth, Zhe ſeven - beads are ſeven 
mountains, on which the woman fitteth. 
This defcription alludes plainly to the ſe- 
ven ſteps which theſe impoſtors chalk upon 
the floor of the lodge at the reception of a 
brother, and on which they make him 
tread, perſuading him in the mean time 
that he is aſcending into the temple of 
Solomon. Or, it may likewiſe refer to tlie 
number of the conſtituent members of a 
perfect lodge, which are always ſeven, vis. 


— 


. 
— CER 


— 244 
8 
—— 


— — — — g 
— + . AGED 8 3 . 5 1 x 2 

2 — 2 — — ae — „rr 1 ke 
6 1 as, rn Nr EEE Ts We — 


> 
1 - s 
- 


LY 


a . 


* 1% — — = "mg, 


— Racy 


A TX 20 n 
— . — ———ͤ —— — — 
i. 


„ %*>- \p , 
— oe et 


oats — 8 * 0 
= Nr r RRR 
—yjͤ—̃——— et ren ere nr —— — ro — 2 —U— — 
f „ . 
, N 


— Pry 2 
„„ ——— — nny 


. 2 5 
te maſter, two wardens, two fetlow.-craſt 


and two apprentices, 

Having thus explained the ſenſe of the text 
in as few words as poſſible, I think it muſt 
appear evident to every unprejudiced per- 
ſon, that by the term Babylon, nothing elſe 


is intended than Maſonry. I come now 


to the ſecond head propoſed, which was, 
to take a general view of the ſubject of 


Maſonry ; expoſe the impiety and abſur- 


dity of its myſteries, and the wickedneſs of 


thoſe who profeſs them ; pointing out at 
the ſame time the malignant influence of 
this inſtitution on ſociety. I am well a- 
ware of the great diſadvantages under 
which I muſt labour in treating a ſub- 
je& of this kind. 
. queſtioned - even. amongſt the diſintereſted 
part of mankind ; for it will ſcarcely be 


credited that any human creatures could 


employ themſelves in ſuch ridiculous my- 


| ſeries: and to this opinion only it is owing 
that the nature of Maſonry is ſtill generall 
regarded as. ſecret, though in reality it has 


-been often and ingenuouſly expoſed to the 
world. But whatever reception my pre- 


ſent undertaking may meet with from 
2 readers 


My. veracity may be 


1) 


n 


e 
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readers of ſenſe and candour, 1 may expect 


that it will be moſt virulently calumniated ; 


by all thoſe who are inclihed to ſp ppott 
the reputation of -Maſonry ; for thould the 
reality of ſuch facts as I ſhall mention, be 
acknowledged by them, they would be for 
ever deprived of any opportunity of gor- 
mandizing upon the ſpoils of a new in- 
veigled brother; and they will ſooner ſell 
themſelves, both ſoul and body, to the 
devil, than relinquiſh an occaſion fo ex- 


tremely fayourable to the indulgence of all 


their carnal, and inordinate luſts and ap- 
petites. On this account, however muck 
theſe people may deny the real conviction 
they feel, I ſhall draw this advantage from 
their diſſimulation, that their ſtrongeſt op- 


poſition, or affected contempt, will equally 


be regarded by others as corroborating Ress 
of my veracity. 


In hopes, therefore, that my attempt 


may be productive of ſome advantage to 
the public, I ſhall here give ſuch a general 
account of Maſonry as is conſiſtent with 
the nature of this diſcourſe. But I muſt 
premiſe that as Free Maſons are ſworn not 
to reveal their ſecrets, neither by writing, 

CT en- 
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engraving, Carving, nor any other method 
whatever, and it is by means of oral tradi- 


tion only, that even the initiated are taught 
them, there is conſiderable diverſity both in 
the words and ceremonies made uſe of in 
different countries. The practice of a regu- 
lar lodge in France, is ſomewhat different 
from that in England, as ſome cuſtoms of 


both theſe are from the practice of the lodges | 


in-Scotland. Beſides theſe capricious varia- 


tions, a total change of ſome things has been 
univerſally adopted. Of this we have an in- 


ſtance in the maſter's word, which, originally, 
was no leſs than the name of the great Jeho- 
vah; but, in proceſs of time, was changed 
into Macbenac, a word ſignifying fink, or 
putrefaction. 

. The only important, Fees" not the firſt 
ſtep in celebrating the myſteries of Maſonry, 
is an open violation of the great command- 


ment, Thou ſhalt not take the name of the 


Lord thy God in vain: for an oath of 
ſecrecy, the moſt execrable and tremendous 
that ever was invented, is adminiſtered in 
the courſe of their ceremonies. The form 


of this oath is various; but, in general, they 


ſwear not to reveal the ſecrets of Maſonry 
: di- 
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directly or indirecty, denouncing upon 
themſelves the moſt horrid imprecations, if 
they break this engagement. As the very 
exiſtence of Maſonry depends greatly upon 
the degree of regard which is paid to this 

impious oath, it may be worth while to en- 
quire a little into its validity, and examine 
how far it is entitled in a religious or moral 
light to the force of obligation. It is uni- 
verſally allowed neceſſary to the obligation of 
an oath, that it be voluntary, and not taken _ 
through compulſion. - The force of every 
ſacramental engagement is founded upon free- 
dom of action: for an oath is no more than 
a ſolemn renunciation of the liberty of acting 
contrary to any ſtipulated compact. This 
liberty, i muſt have remained entire 
at the time when the engagement was entered 
into. If it did not, but was overawed by 
violence or ſuperior power, the aſſent ſo 
procured is void, and of no obligation. Let 
us now take a view of the reception of a 
Free Maſon apprentice, and enquire whether 
or not he can be conſidered as a free agent 
at the time when the oath 1 is adminiſtered to 
him. 
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The poor deluded candidate is conduct. 


ed i into a dark apartment, where, in order 
to excite the more terrible apprehenſions, his 


Eyes are blindfolded with a handkerchief, 


From this purgatory he is led into the aſ- 
ſembly of Maſons, which ceremony is per- 


formed in ſome lodges with a halter put 


Tound his neck. A dread and portentous 
filence is held for ſome time, till of a ſud- 


den his ears are aſſailed either with a hi- 


deous rattling of aprons, or the claſhing of 
ſwords over his head ; or perhaps he is ac- 


coſted in ſuch terms as theſe : Raſh profane, 


dare you tread this ground? Tremble, profane, 
at what this temerity of yours may coſt you. 


It may be that he is then made to travel 


under the iron vault, as they call it, fre- 


quently running his head againſt a naked 


ſword, which is held by ſome worſhipful 
brother, or ſtriking his feet againſt obſtacles 
purpoſely placed in his way : while at every 
ſtep he makes, the frantic aſſembly is pour- 
ing forth the moſt alarming exclamations. 
This unaccountable prelude being acted, 
the culprit | is placed in the poſture for re- 
ceiving the oath ; when it is reaſonable to 


e that he is in ſuch | a | ſituation, both 


of 


1 1 


of body and mind, as ſcarcely to know what 


he is doing. And in fact, that in many 
people there is a violent perturbation of the 
animal œconomy, is evident from the ſud- 
den and involuntary diſcharges which fre- 


quently happen at this time. It is the 


practice 1n many of theſe purlieus of Ma- 
ſonry, to receive the oath blindfolded ; and 
leſt the poor candidate's reſolution ſhould 
be ſtaggered at the tremendous impreca- 


- tions to be pronounced, ſharp pointed wea- 
pons are . preſented to his breaſt. In others, 


the oath is taken with the eyes open ; but 
if the handkerchief is removed, it is only 
to preſent to the ſight a ſcene of yet greater 


horror. The amazed victim beholds now 


on his right and left a croud of fanatic 
wretches with naked ſwords in their hands, 


preſenting the points towards him with 
menacing looks, and the venerable maſter 


holding up a large mallet, as if ready to ſa- 


erifice him. In this criſis the oath is admi- 


niſtered. 

T ſhall appeal to any 60 perſon, 
whether an oath impoſed in theſe circum + 
ſtances, where a man is ſurrounded with 
fuch Hm as naturally awake the ſtrongeſt 


appre- 


L 44 i] . 
apprehenſions of danger, and his life is ap- 
parently threatened, can be reckoned a free 
and voluntary engagement. On the con- 
trary, is it not-in the higheſt degree com- 
pulſive? It can never be urged that the 
oath is voluntary, becauſe at the beginning 
of the ceremonies, when the candidate was 
aſked whether he was willing to ſubmit to 
it, he replied in the affirmative. He re- 
ceived not the ſmalleſt ſuggeſtion of the 
terrifying ſcene which would accompany 
the adminiſtration of it. If theſe impoſtors 
ſhould alledge in their own defence, that 
-this formidable tumult and apparatus was 
no more than a farce, they muſt grant, by 
a parity of reaſon, that the oath is the ſame, 
or incur the ſacrilegious guilt of mixing 
things profane with thoſe which are moſt RN 
facred and inviolable. In ſhort, whether 7 
we conſider this ſtrange affair in the light 9 
either of a ſerious or ludicrons tranſaction, 
the adminiſtration of the oath is. equally 
impious, and the notion of its validity muſt 
be ſpurned at, and exploded, by every friend 
of reaſon and religion. The purpoſes for 
which this oath is proftituted afford like- 
wiſe the ſtrongeſt arguments againſts its Y 
— 97 ob- = 
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obligation ; for the intention of it here is 
not like that in all other caſes, to confirm 
ſome important truth, to maintain Juſtice, 
or to ſecure the public tranquillity: but it 
is to keep ſecret certain words and ceremo- 
nies, which conſciouſneſs of their futility, 
and the ſhame of acknowledging a diſap- 


pointment, afford ſufficient | inducement to 


conceal, and which, ſo far from being of 


advantage, are abſolutely of the greateſt de- 


triment to the intereſt and happineſs of ſo- 
Ciety, as ſhall afterwards be made to ap- 


pear. A regard, therefore, to ſuch an oath, 
is not only weak, but criminal ; for while 
we conceal an infamous artifice which was 
impoſed upon ourſelves, and we know to 


be currently practiſed, we are actually 


guilty of impoſing that artifice upon others. 


Let it not be imagined from what is here 
ſaid, that I mean in the leaſt to invalidate 


the obligation of oaths in general : on the 


contrary, I affirm, that of all human re- 
gards there is nothing more ſacred and in- 
violable. Even the heathens were fo ſen- 
fible of the moral obligation of oaths, that 


they fabled the gods themſelves to be re- 


ſtrained by them: and certainly the in- 
5 fringe- 


ſtrained. you to yield, 
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fringement of them when properly taken, 
can never be. countenanced upon the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion : but what im- 
pious, what horrible doctrines, might not 
be derived from that religion, ſliould we 
allow it to be rendered ſubſervient to the 
purpoſes of iniquity and impoſture? Can 
2 more audacious inſult be offered to the 
majeſty of almighty God, than to call him 
ſolemnly to witneſs the moſt ridiculous 
words and ceremonies, and the extinction 
of that divine light of reaſon, which was 
given us for the direction of our conduct? 
And ſhall the mere outward form of a con- 
ſtrained oath, wherein every requiſite cir- 
cumſtance of an. obligatory engagement is 
wanting, and every other attending it is 
founded upon the moſt flagrant impiety, 
can ſuch a form, I ſay, be ever regarded as 
a ratification of religious and inviolable 
authority ? Adieu religion ! adieu morality! 

| farewel, ye deceitful phantoms ! and all diſ- 
tinction of right and wrong, if ye aſſert the 
validity of a ſanction which violence con- 


= thought it neceſſary to inſiſt PS. more 
upon this ſubject, as there is ground to 
| imagine 


1 7 1 
I imagine that the ſecrecy of many who have 
been initiated into theſe ridiculous myſteries 
has been greatly owing to a miſtaken opi- 
nion of the obligation of an impious and far 
erilegious oath, 

After the ſolemn adminiſtration of the 
dath we have mentioned, who would not 
conclude that the ſecrets about to be com- 
municated were of the greateſt and moſt 
extenſive influence on human felicity? But 
hear, O heaven! and give ear, O earth! 
theſe important myſteries, theſe ineſtimable 
arcana, which the name of the moſt high 
God was proſtituted to conceal, are no 
more than Boag. Hail ſacred and ineffa- 2 
ble myſteries ! worthy to be concealed | in ; 
eternal oblivion. | 

Was ever any farce ſo ridiculous? Let us 
imagine we behold a number of men af- 
ſembled in all the dignity of the Roman 
ſenate; around their necks hang the rule, 
enſigns of maſonry : upon the floor before 
them are drawn ſome figures in chalk, 
Every thing is conducted with an air of ſo. 
lemnity and importance, as if they were 


oy to carry into execution the propo: 
"D ſition 
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ſocieties. To point the fingers to the throat; 
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ſition of Archimedes, of moving the world 


out of its place, or rectifying ſome fault of 


the creation. During this ſcene a perſon 
is introduced, who is deſirous of being ini- 


tiated in their important myſteries : in or- 


der to which he muſt be ſtripped of all 


metal. It is abominable and the root of all 
evil. Should even the veſtment which 


covers his nakedneſs be faſtened with a 
nail, the accurſed thing muſt be extracted; 
himſelf muſt be blindfolded, and every 


method of terror made. uſe of to inſpire 
him with 'awe. To ſecure him ſufficiently 
to themſelves, he is then bound by an oath 


of ſecrecy. The ſolemn ſcene is now over, 


and while the poor novice is gaping with 
aſtoniſhment and impatience to receive the 
mighty ſecret, he is informed it is to make a 
ſign with the hand, or pronounce the word 
BOAZ. Heis then ſaluted by the worſhip- 
ful brethren, and congratulated on the prodi- 
gious advancement he has made in the myſte- 
ries of Maſonry. It would be endleſs, as well 
as foreign to my purpoſe, to recount the va, 


rious abſurdities in converſation and beha- 


viour which are ſolemnly practiſed in theſe 


to 


[ug] 
to form a rule or angle with OM knife and 
fork, and ſuch unmanly tricks, are ex 
tremely important actions in the eyes of 
theſe harlequins. Should we take a view 
of them in reſpect of ſcientifical accom- 
pliſhments, we ſhall find them moſt de- 
plorably ignorant. They tell us that a 
lodge has three doors, one to the eaſt, an- 
other to the weſt, and a third to the ſouth, 
but none to the north. For what reaſon? 
Becauſe, ſay they, the ſun never ſhines in 
that quarter. They know not that beyond 
the tropic of Capricorn, the ſun ſhines from 
the north, as much as it ſhines from the ſouth 
on this fide the tropic of Cancer. Another 
inſtance of their ignorance is ſtill more re- 
markable, as it relates to one of the moſt 
ſimple facts in menſuration. They ſay that 
the circumference of the pillars of the tem- 
ple were twelve cubits, and their thickneſs 
four fingers, by which they would make 
the circumference of a circle to be a hun- 
dred times greater than its diameter; though 
it is well known that the proportion is no 
more than nearly three to one. | 

How intelligible their converſation is, we 
may judge by an example from wy cate- 
chiſm. D 2 en | 
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+-QIFf you ms in ane what would 
you do? 

As J would put 15 hand upon m head; 
and cry out, The widow $ children are 
no 

This is the bee of the ane 


God of languages which was brought upon 


the world at the deſtruction of Babel;. and 
ſtill ſubſiſts i in theſe ſocieties. The ap- 
ae knows not the jargon of the fel- 

ow-craft, nor the fellow-craft that of the 
maſter, Hence ariſes a neceſſity for various 


ſigns and tokens, to make their meaning 


known to each other: but ſo few are the 
ideas they have to communicate, that this 
mute intercourſe is ſeldom or never em- 
ployed but to diſcover a Free Maſon. 
And what is a Free Maſon? If we take 
the account of him from their own cate- 
chiſm, he anſwers to the following de- 
ſeription. He is an animal which comes 


from the valley of Jehoſaphat : he lives 


generally to the ſame age with men; but 
never will allow that he is older than five 
years and an half. The foundation ef his 
lodge reaches from the ſurface to the cen- 


ter of the earth: he * the key of it 


under 


= 7 
under the root of his tongue; and his heart 
may be opened with a key of ivory. "He 
is always to be found betwixt the rule and 
the compaſs. When he opens his mouth, 
it is generally in ſome abſurdity; and he 
ſeems to be ſo ſenſible of his incapacity 
for conyerſation, that he endeavours to 
make his meaning underſtood by various 
odd geſtutes. He is ever 4 ae to 
een his own ſpecies. 
Buch are the words and ceremonies, the 
tenets and practices of Maſonry; a' maſs 
of abſurdity and extravagance, which 
all the legends in the univerſe cannot 
equal, and ſo flagrant an impoſition, that 
a couneil learned in the law would make 
it out to be clearly comprehended under 
the act relative to pfocuring money by 
fraudulent and falſe pretences, We ſup 
preſs brothels, we prohibit by penal laws 
the religious convention of heretics, while 
in reality there are no places where impi- 
ety and enthuſiaſm are ſo effectually 
gated, as in the holy lodge of St. John, and. 
no ſet of people ſo deſerving of proſecution, 
as they who not only pervert the doctrines 
: of revclation,. but extinguiſh reaſon itſelf, 
| The 
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The lodges of Maſonry are ſinks of all his | 
man depravity : and as our blefſed Lord 
told his diſciples, that wherever two or 
three of them are met together in his name, 


ee 


them ; ſo it may be ſaid, in contradiſtinction, 
that wherever two or three Maſons are met 


together to celebrate their myſteries, there 


the devil is eſſentially in the midſt of them, 


to rejoice over them. This will appear 


inconteſtible from the account I am now to 


exhibit of the wick edneſs of theſe men. 


That they are familiar with blaſphemy 


and impiety in the repeated adminiſtra- 


tion of the moſt execrable and tremendous 
oath, I have ſnewn above: that they are 
profeſſed liars is evident from their very 
catechiſm ; for at the admiſſion of a Free 
Maſon apprentice, when the queſtion is 
put, whence came you ? he muſt anſwer, 
forſooth, from the lodge of St. Fobn. What 
faith is to be placed in the veracity of a 
people who make a practice of lying in 
ſuch frivolous matters? It is likewiſe a 
maxim among them, that if one is alked 


wy a 6-200 how old are 88 he ſhall an- 


ſwer, 


L 23 J 
ſwer, de years and an half, though he be 


conſcious that he is really turned of fifty, 


or perhaps in his grand climacterie. And 
yet they dare to eſtabliſh this abſurdity 
upon an impious alluſion to the words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, Matt. xviii. 3. Except 
| Je be converted, and become as little children, 

ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
or, as they mean, into the lodge. It is 
certain, however, that they have a juſt 


enough pretenſion to the title of children. 


in a metaphorical ſenſe; for their queſtions 


and anſwers, their ſigns and tokens, are a 
collection of the moſt fooliſh and nonſen- 
ſical puerilities that ever entered into the 
head of a bedlamite, and ſo ridiculouſly | 
childiſh, that a boy of five years old would' 


deſerve flagellation for repeating them, 

Among the catalogue of their vices we may 
likewiſe reckon a ſtrong propenſity to the 
unnatural crime of murder: for every 
perſon who is initiated in their myſteries 


is bound by the moſt horrid oath, to ſub- 


Mit to have his heart taken out, if he de- 
vulge their ſecrets. By theſe means tliey 


hope to ſecure to themſelves either the 


cloſe enjoyment of an — or the blood 
of 


i 
ö 
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of the delinquent. Nay, ſo far Has the 
thirſt of human blood been indulged among 
them, even from their own tradition, that, 
at building the temple of Solomon, the 
fellow-craft imbrued their. rebellious hands 
in that of their maſter Adoniram or Hiram 
(as ſome of them call him) not on account 

of betraying their ſecrets, but becauſe he 
would not betray them for their profit. 
Let us examine their conduct in other par- 
ticulars: Do they propagate either ſobriety 
or induſtry? Do they cheriſh among their 
members the natural affection and attention 
to the welfare of their reſpective families ? 
Inſtead of ſobriety, do they not indulge in 
drunkenneſs ? Inſtead of induſtry, riot in 
diſſipation and idleneſs? Inſtead of love for 
their wives and children, do they not give 


too much ground to admit the ſuſpicion 


which is eratertained ef them by many wo- 
nen? Would not good men think it their duty 
te avoid all appearance of evil? And to ſay 
the truth, w hat abominable actions may not 
ben ſuppoſed to be committed amongſt them, 
vol ien their paſſions are inflamed with 
drunk, and their hearts burn with enthu- 
ſiaſ tic affection to each other? Then ie 

„ the 
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the ſeaſon of every evil concupiſcence. Add 
| to this, that their aſſemblies are held at 
luch hours as are moſt ſuitable to the 
works of darkneſs; and that the moſt enor- 
mous crimes may be perpetrated by them 
with impunity, under the inviolable ſe- 
crecy they enjoin, nay, under the very pre- 
text of their being the myſteries of Ma- 
ſonry. Wo unto you, Maſons, hypocrites ! 
Ir ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
at the day of judgment, than for you. Wo 
unto them that ſeek deep to hide their counſel 
from the Lord, and their works are in the 
dark, and they fay, who feeth as? and who 
knoweth us? 
| To this terrible charge may be added a 
ſtrong attachment to the diabolical art of 
necromancy, which is apparent from their 
extraordinary veneration for three, five, and 
ſeven, the cabaliſtic, or Babylonian numbers. 
To compenſate for all theſe enormitięs, 
they affect to perſuade us of their charity. 
We are told indeed that charity hides a 
multitude of fins: but let us examine upon | 
19 8 foundation they pretend to this vir- 

If, ſay they, a member of their ſoci- 


IH a ſhould be reduced to indigence, they 
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-coptribiite to maintain him. I ſhall not dif- 


pute the truth of ſome ſuch facts; for it is 
well known that in ſeveral inſtitutions 
among us, which are founded entirely upon 
charity, the contributions are very incon- 


fiderable, till the members hearts are ſuffi- 


ciently warmed by eating a hearty dinner: 


and as Maſons have more frequent meetings 


than other ſocieties, and are generally 
addicted to drinking and gormandizing, 
it would be ſtrange if an oſtentatious act 
of falſe charity did not ſometimes break 


forth amongſt them. But is it charity to 
confine our munificence to thoſe only who 


are connected with us in wickedneſs? To 


withhold the ſuſtenance of life from an in- 


digent perſon of good character, in order 
to beſtow it upon one of the moſt worth- 
leſs of mankind? Does not real charity 
comprehend within its regard every ob- 
jet of compaſſion, of whatever different 
claſs or denomination ? It is plain their 
benefactions are ſo far from being charity, 
that they are really the wages of iniquity. 
Upon the whole, it appears evident 
from the hiſtory of Free Maſons, from. 


their vices and Follies from their rioting 
and 


| b #7 1 
and exceſſes, from their open contempt, or 
ſecret profanation of religion, and from the 
abuſe of reaſon, on the total proſtration 
of which all their myſteries are founded, 
that they are both the moſt weak and 
moſt wicked of mankind, and (as I for- 
merly ſaid) that the character of being the 
mother of abominations is in all reſſ pects 
moſt applicable to Maſonry. 
If Maſons could juſtly lay claim to any 
ſpecies of virtue, humility would ſeem that 
to which they had the moſt plauſible pre- 
tenſions ; for they profeſs at their meetings 
to acknowledge no diſtinction of character. 
The princeand the porter, the lord and the 
lackey, are all upon equality: all are 
united by the friendly gripe. But whatever 
| humility might be inferred from this con- 
deſcenſion of the moſt conſpicuous men- | 
bers, the true motive to their conduct is a 
dropenſity to low and illiberal gratifica- 
tions; or pride itſelf, that very paſſion of 
which they would ſeem deſtitute, prepaſ- 
terous and diſguiſed pride, may be the 
ſource of their conduct. For they who | 
are not qualified to diſtinguiſh — 


in legiſlatiye or judicial aſſemblies, may 
| | 'Þ * have 
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haye their vanity in being regarded as 
ſome what eminent among low mechanics. 

But while the conduct of one part of 
the fraternity proceeds from ſordid pleas 
ſure, mean pride, or falſe humility, 1 that of 
the other is certainly miſguided by a per- 
nicious and deluſive ambition; which leads 
me to conſider the malignant influence of 
this inſtitution on ſociety. People of the. 
lower claſſes in life are charmed with the 
flattering idea of being called the brethren 
of men of rank and fortune. Sometimes, 
indeed, intereſt i is more their motive than 
vanity, and they are deſirous of cultivating 
acquàintance with their ſuperiors, from the 
advantages 1 in point of buſineſs which they 
think may accrue from it; but whatever 
familiarities are indulged at their noctur- 
nal meetings, believe it is pretty certain, 
that for one tradeſman who has reaped any 
advantage from an acquaintance contracted 
in the lodge, With a perſon of rank and 
fortune, a thouſand have ruined them- 
ſelve, by the extravagant | courſes into 
which they have run to obtain it. Say, ye 
deluded mortals ! will any of your noble 


duften viſit you in the time of your 
ſick- 


* 29 | 
ſickneſs? will they relieve you out of 
priſon? will they promote you to any poſt 
of profit which they have at diſpoſal? 
Such were the vifionary expectations of 
Sporado, an unfortunate convict, who, after 
a long but fruitleſs acquaintance with ma- 
ny of the nobility, ended his daysat Tyburn, 
4 victim to Maſonry, and a warning to all 
who profeſs it. . | 

Sporado Was a lamp-lighter i in FR: geri 
of St. Giles: about the age of thirty he 
entered into the ſociety of Free Maſons, 
by 1 whom (as he uſed afterwards to boaſt) 
he was received with greater marks of 
friendſhip than ever he had met with from 
any other people in his life. From the 
time he was initiated, he diligently attend- 
ed all the meetings of his brethren, and 
was ſoon reckoned the beſt maſon in the 
lodge. On this account it was common 
for every brother of diſtinction to pe 
himſelf near Sporado, whom they all ca- 
reſſed in the warmeſt manner. Now 
would he teach them to point their fingers 
to their throats: now he would review 
the diſcipline of bending the arm: then 
he would inſtrutt them when to ſay Mac- 
H benac 


| [ 390 ] 
benac; while betwixt every ſubject they 
united in a friendly gripe. So hearty and 
unreſerved were the. ſqueezes which paſſed 
on theſe occaſions, that Sporado began to 
entertain no ſmall hopes of being ſoon 
rendered independent, through the in- 
tereſt of his noble brethren. In the mean 
time, however, the profit which he drew 
from his buſineſs being inſufficient to ſup- 
port theexpence of ſuch frequent meetings, 
he reſolved to betake himſelf to houſe- 
breaking. For three years he continued his 
depredations in that capacity, from the 
connivance of ſome watchmen, who were 
brother Maſons, and pimps. But being 
at length apprehended, he was capitally 
convicted. During the whole time of his 
impriſonment, he remained confident of 
procuring a pardon, aſſerted impudently 
N that the ſovereign was his brother, and 
0 | therefore, that an order for his execution 
would never be ſigned by his majeſty. 
However, by the perſuaſion of ſome of 
the fraternity, who had come to condole 
with him, he employed a perſon to bug 
in his name (being unable himſelf) to 
noble lord at court, on whoſe intereſt = 
much 
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much depended, to make application in 
his behalf; adjuring his lordſhip, by the 
tender relation of brotherhood in which 
they were connected, and the many cor- 
dial declarations of friendſhip which had 
paſſed between them in the lodge. In 
vain was all follicitation. The voice of 
juſtice cried aloud for the life of the de- 
linquent. On the fatal day he was drawn 
to the place of execution, where he ſolemnly 
renounced the abominations of Maſonry, 
and fincerely regretted that ever he had 
cultivated any acquaintance with the no- 
bility, who deſerted him in the misfortunes 
in which he had been involved from the 
fooliſh defire of maintaining his con- 
nections with them. 

Ve partizans of Maſonry, behold in this 
example the reſult of all your purſuits! 
Behold the great advantages ; behold the 
faithful friendſhip ye expect! Yet ſtill in- 
toxicated with the gay deluſion, ye dreſs, 
ye feaſt, ye drink, while your miſerable 
wives and children are ſtarved to ſupport 
your extravagance. Let us now take a view 
of the habitation of a Free Maſon on the 
1 e night 
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night of his ſolemn feſtival. Alas! no feſtival 


18 1 How deſolate! no candle to 
give light! no fire to beſtow its comfort- 


ing warmth in the rigour of the ſeaſon | 


There fits the once beloved wife of his 
boſom all bathed in tears. A thouſand 


anxious thoughts perplex her mind, con- 


cerning the nature, concerning the conſe- 


quence of that infernal ſecret, which ſeems 
to involve in its faſcinating myſteries the 
fate of all that ſhe holds dear. Her feeble 
arms, exhauſted with faſting, ſcarce able 
to ſupport the tender infant which hangs 
at her breaſt: her children implore her 
for the ſuſtenance of nature, which ſhe 
knows not how to procure. While your 
huſband, O afflicted mother! is now ſol- 
lacing himſelf in the manſion of riot, in 
company with the ſons of Belial, and tri- 
umphing in, the honour' of calling a lord 


his brother, you are lamenting your help- 


leſs little children in the houſe of mourn- 
ing. Scene of horror! Yet theſe are the 
works of men who wear the rule and 
compaſs, as emblems of circumſpection and 
prudence in ir conduct. 


having 


tn. 

Having thus briefly pointed out the un- 
patalleled futility of Maſonry, and its ma- 
lignant influence on ſociety; I come now 
to the third head propoſed, namely, to ex- 
poſtulate. a little with ſome of thoſe who 
adhere to the abominations of it. 
Ye legiſlators, who fit in the great coun- 
c# of the nation, and whoſe ruling paffion 
ought to be, to promote the good and 
happineſs of the public, what is your m 
tive to encourage a ſociety whoſe fours 
dation is in deceit, and whoſe intempes 
rance is fupported upon the ruin of 4 
thouſind indigent families? If ye are fot 
capable of rendering ſervice to your couns 
try by political abilities, pray act not fo 
inconſiſtent with your duty, as to give 
ſanction to difſipation and drunketineſs. 
Is it not utterly repugnant to all the max- 
iris of good policy, ta countenance the - 
meetings of ſuch a numerous aſſociation of 
men, who, from the privacy of their tranfs 
actions, and the attachment they profeſs 
to each other, ought to be regarded with 


a jealous attention by the guardians of pubs 


lie liberty? Or what confidence is to be 
placed in the loyalty of enthufnaſfs, whe 
| F = _ 
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repreſent their venerable maſter by the 
ſame ſymbol with almighty God? Is it 
to this honour ye aſpire? Go, then, with 
your great ambition, and preſide in the 
lodges of Maſonry ; but know, when your 
* applauſes reſound, they n that folly 
is of all denominations ! 
Le worſhipful magiſtrates, who preſide 
over the peace and morals of the commu- 
nity, what apology can ye plead for enter- 
ing into theſe aſſemblies? I can aſcribe 
r conduct to no other principle than 
the ſcandalous love of feaſting, for which 
ye are almoſt all fo remarkable. How 
unlike the magiſtrates whoſe virtuous ex- 
ample gave force to the ſumptuary laws of 
the temperate. Spartans ! When ſhall the 
time come, that an Engliſh alderman, like 
a Roman citizen, ſhall be contented with 
his frugal meſs of turnips, ready to facri- | 
fice his life for the good of his country, not 
the intereſt of his country to his belly! 
Ye generals of armies, ſhall the manly 
foul of the ſoldier ſubmit to. a diſcipline 
too mean even for the diverſion of chil- 
dren? Ye who have trodden the glorious 
fields of war, what pleaſure. can ye en- 
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joy in ſtepping over the lines of chalk 
Which are drawn upon the floor of the 
lodge? do ye indulge the fancy that ye 
are then forcing the trenches of an enemy ? 
or, when they tell you ye are mounting 
into the temple of Solomon, do ye tri- 
umph in the imagination of having bravely 
ſtormed a fortreſs? Peace to the temple of 
Solomon! but be yours the temple f 
fame, the lodge of illuſtrious heroes. Far 
other atchievements muſt entitle you to 
that ſociety. Never were the branches of . 
acacia wreathed with the laurel crown. :- 
Ye reverend preachers of the goſpel, ye % 
too muſt have your commerce with the 
myſtical whore of Babylon! Are ye not 
ſenſible of what diſhonour ye refle& upon 
religion and the ſacerdotal character by. 
entering theſe infamous aſſemblies? The. 
ceremonies of bending the knee at the 
altar of Maſonry, and pulling off. your 
ſhoe, becauſe the floor of the lodge, for-. 
ſooth, is holy; theſe ceremonies, are they 
not a profanation of the paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture to which they are acknowledged to 
allude; and ſhall ye give your ſanction to ſuch 
abominations? Ve panders of yoluptuouſneſs! 
1 - Ig» 


th. = - 


renounce them for ever ; or „ tha 


ye hunger and thirſt after the elements of 
. this world more than after righteouſneſs. "= 


I come now to the laſt part of my ſuby 


ject, which is to ſhew that all thoſe who 
1 to the abomigations of Maſoney 


will be damned, 
This is ſo certain, that no hun an ca- 


taſtrophe is more frequently mentioned in 


ſcri pture, than the final deſtruction of Ba- 


bylon. In ſhort, it is the burden of great 


wr 


part of the prophets; and to render the 
meaning of theſe threats as evident as poſ- 


ſible to our apprehenſions, it is remark- 


able that they are always ſpoken of in a 
tile peculiar to the ſubject of Maſonry, 
Thus in Ifaiah, xxviii. 17. Judgment 


alſo ail J lay to the line, and righ- 


reoſueſ to the ' plummet: and the accom-. 
pliſhment of its ruin is mentioned in the 


tame ſtrain by the prophet Jeremiah: How. 


i the hammer of the whole earth cut qſun- 
der, and broken! how is Babylon became a 
defelation among the nations! Jer. I. 23. 
and in Revel. xvii. 2. Babylon the Great 
is fallen, is fallen, and is became the bhabita- 
tion of devils, andthe held: of every. foul ſpirit 
and 
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| 40 4 cage of every wiclean and hateful bird,” 
And in the end of the ſame chapter, from 
which I have taken my text, it is — 
that ſhe ball be burned wich fire, This 
doctrine of eternal. damnation is oi | 
able to the whole tenour of the word of 


| God; for we are told, that the Lord will not 


hald him guittleſs that taketh lus name in vain; 
ang. that the Ammer Who repenteth not, Shalt 


LThave now inidhed the ſubject — 

9 have proved beyond all queſtion, that by 
the whore of Babylon the Abominations of 
Mafonry are underſtood :- that from the 
nature of the horrible aath made uſe of by 
Free Maſons, and the circumſtances in 
which it is adminiſtered, it is impious, 
from its being entitled to the leaſt ob- 
ſervance, it is the duty of every man, as a 
chriſtian, and member of ſociety, to diſ- 
claim and renounce its obligation. I have 
endeavoured. to expoſe a little the futility 
and abſurdity of the ridiculqus myſteries 
of Mafonry, and the wickedneſs of thoſe 
who profeſs them; have ſhewn. the her- 


rihlę — of which they are pro- 
dauctive 
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ductive to ſociety, and, laſtly, the tremen- 
dous and eternal puniſhment, i in which thoſe 
who adhere to them will be involved. It 
now remains that I ſhould addreſs my- 
ſelf to all who are guilty of theſe abomi- 
nations, But by what compellation ſhall 
I do it? Shall I call them friends, who 
are, in reality, the greateſt enemies of pub- . 
lic happineſs? Shall I call them brethren? 
I abhor it: for what relation have the' 
children of God with the ſons of Belial? 
Shall J call them men? It would diſgrace 
the dignity of human nature: beſides, by 
their own accounts they are no more than 
five years and an half old: ſuch little chil- 
dren, however, of whom is not he king-_ 
. dom of heaven. Liſten then, O Free 
Maſons ! (for by that opprobrious name 
only ſhall I call you) ye have hewed you out 
ci NMerns, yea, broken efterns, which can hold 
no water. 1 adjure you in the name of 
the Lord God to conſider your ways. 
Abandon your infamous ſociety. Renounce 
the impious oath by which ye have ſworn 
to conceal your abominations, Be not 
wy longer the wicked inſtruments of 


1 


is} 


bringing upon children yet unborn the 
horrors of temporal, and upon their de- 
luded fathers, eternal miſery. If ye would 
ſhew yourſelves to be actuated by true 
brotherly affection, exhort one another to 
this undertaking. It is a facrifice ye owe 
to yourſelves, your falvation, and to man- 
kind; and by performing it ye will diſ- 
ſolve an inſtitution which is deteſtable to 
God, pernicious to ſociety, and ON” 
ful to yourſelves, 
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